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FOREWORD 



Improvement in the quality of primary education emerged as an important goal of the 
Dakar Framework of Action. Mere attendance at school is no guarantee for the acquisition of 
knowledge and skills. Factors like the quality and relevance of textbooks, social and physical 
environment in the class-room, and the competence of teachers to skillfully and effectively 
communicate information and knowledge, impinge upon the level of learning achievement in 
school. Since its inception in 1945, UNESCO has been endeavouring to increase access to 
basic education and raise its quality. UNESCO works with Member States, national 
governments, NGOs, universities and institutions of research and training, to explore 
innovative methods and strategies which can contribute in raising the achievement level of 
students, and making education relevant to the needs of the society. 

The plight of education in Afghanistan is phenomenal. Afghanistan is a society 
where, like other infrastructure, the system of education has also suffered heavily due to 
continuous war, abject poverty, political instability and lack of trained human resources. The 
textbooks are outdated and scarce in supply, teachers are under-qualified, inadequately 
trained, and under-paid. UNESCO, within its mandate, has been working with other partners 
to promote basic education in Afghanistan. Recently, a package of 30 instructional charts, a 
teacher's guide book, and peace education materials were produced and supplied to Afghan 
schools. The present series/set of supplementary readers primarily aims to broaden the 
knowledge base of Afghan children, and widen their world view. These readers attempt to 
supplement information on those aspects of daily life, which have either not been effectively 
covered or are totally missing in textbooks. 

It is hoped that the readers will raise awareness among the new generation of 
Afghans, of the significance of the environment, plants and animals, air and water, flora and 
fauna in human life. Afghan children should know their environment and their country, 
including those who were bom away from their homeland, in refugee camps. 

These booklets are in a simple and easy to understand language and are meant for 
grade fourth, fifth and sixth level children. They have been written and refined by Afghan 
educationists under the guidance of UNESCO experts. We hope that these books will help 
Afghan children learn more about their country, and the world around them. 

This is a pilot edition. Suggestions and comments for improvement are welcome. 
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